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rently referred to in one of the seal inscriptions of Mohenjo
Daro as one of the ancient tribes of the land". The sign
used to mention them is said to contain a symbol to denote
an eye. "In ths Proto-Dravidian language of Mohenjo
Daro it will read 'Kan', 'eye' or 'to see'. The small sign
placed above it is the determinative of personality. There-
fore it will read 'Kannan' 'One who sees',___The complete
sign will read Kanijanir, 'people who have eyes*. This
evidently refers to a tribe, to a number of people called so.
The ancient word Kannadigas by which the people of
modern Karnataka are mentioned, seems to be a Sanskrit
modification of Kannanir1". Father Heras, who has put
forward this view, has also written an article on the religion
of the Mohenjo Daro people according to the inscriptions *,
wherein he mentions Iruvan, Vidukaij, Enmey, Miinkan and
Mlnka$ as epithets, describing the supreme deity, known to
the Mohenjo Daro age. These are terms which are taken
from Tamil but closely resembling old Kannada. If they
did represent the language of Mohenjo Daro correctly, then
the existence of Kannada as the language of the said Kanna-
nir people would also be established. It, however, seems to
us that the whole speculation, though fascinating, is more
fanciful than convincing. The decipherment of that picto-
graphic script is still an unsolved problem and it is very
difficult at this stage to arrive at any interpretation, that
will receive universal acceptance.
1 Heras: Karnataka and Mohenjo Daro   (The Karna-
taka Historical Review, Vol. IV, Nos. 1-2) pp. i-2.
3 Heras: The   religion of the Mohenjo Daro people
according to the inscriptions.   (Bombay University Journal
Vol. V, pt. I).
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